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Age and Sex Discrimination 
Verdict for Defense  
Returned in 47 Minutes
The trial team of Susan Eisenberg (Miami 
office), Eric Gordon (West Palm Beach 
office), and Sarah Yoho (West Palm 
Beach office) obtained a major victory on 
behalf of a local governmental agency 
client. The team successfully defended the 
agency in an age and sex discrimination 
case arising under the Florida Civil Rights 
Act that had been aggressively litigated by 
plaintiff’s counsel for over two years. After 
a hard-fought, two-week jury trial before 
a newly appointed Palm Beach County 
Circuit Court Judge, the jury returned a 
quick verdict on behalf of the agency on 
both counts. 

 The case was brought by a 67-year-old 
woman who claimed she was terminated 
from her management level position 
based on her age (64 at the time of her 
termination) and sex. The plaintiff made 
claims for both disparate treatment and 
disparate impact under the law. Prior 
to trial, the agency moved for summary 
judgment on both the disparate treatment 
claim and the disparate impact claim, and 
successfully obtained summary judgment 
on the disparate impact claim (which is 
rare in state court cases). 

 Plaintiff was represented by a well-
known, seasoned employment litigator 
and presented seemingly strong evidence 
and numerous witnesses in her favor. 
Akerman’s team, however, answered with 
many witnesses and evidence showing 
that the employer relied on the plaintiff’s 
overall attitude and conduct which violated 
the defendant’s policies. Despite continual 
coaching from her supervisor, the plaintiff 
was regularly negative to her supervisor 
and to her subordinate employees. This 
negative attitude gradually grew to 
insubordination and, finally, resulted in 

her termination. The jury considered the 
evidence and, in only 47 minutes, returned 
a verdict in favor of the employer.

Susan N. Eisenberg Inducted 
into College of Labor and 
Employment Lawyers 
Susan N. Eisenberg of Akerman 
Senterfitt’s Miami office was recently 
inducted by the College of Labor and 
Employment Lawyers as a newly elected 
Fellow. Election as a Fellow is the highest 
recognition of sustained outstanding 
performance in the profession, 
exemplifying integrity, dedication and 
excellence. The twelfth installation of 
Fellows will be held November 10, 2007,  
in Philadelphia.

Miami Shareholder Achieves 
AV Peer Review Rating, Adds 
Mediator Certification
Marlene Quintana recently earned an 
AV Peer Review Rating from Martindale-
Hubbell. An AV rating shows that a lawyer 
has reached the height of professional 
excellence and is recognized for the 
highest levels of skill and integrity. Ms. 
Quintana also recently became a certified 
civil circuit mediator and will mediate a 
broad range of cases, including labor and 
employment cases. 

Akerman Adds Another 
Attorney to List of Board 
Certified Labor and 
Employment Attorneys
Miami shareholder David Miller has 
been recognized by the Florida Bar as 
board-certified in Labor and Employment 
law. A board-certified lawyer has special 
skills, knowledge, and proficiency in 
the designated area of law. It denotes 
special standards of competence and 
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professionalism. Board certification is 
viewed by the Florida Bar as encouraging 
high standards of conduct and 
professionalism among all lawyers. A large 
majority of Akerman Senterfitt’s Florida-
based Labor and Employment Practice 
Group shareholders are Board-certified.

Akerman Shareholders 
Recently Named Among 
Florida Trend’s Legal Elite
Susan Eisenberg (Miami), Marlene 
Quintana (Miami), and Karen Buesing 
(Tampa) have been named to Florida Trend 
magazine’s 2007 Legal Elite, a select list of 
the state’s top attorneys, representing less 
than 1.5 percent of The Florida Bar. Florida 
Trend’s Legal Elite is determined through 
a statewide poll in which attorneys are 
asked to name lawyers whom they hold in 
the highest regard – lawyers with whom 
they have worked or would recommend to 
others.
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This quarterly publication of the Labor & Employment Group of Akerman Senterfit, with offices in Florida, California, New York,  
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labor and employment law, including recent decisions of various courts and administrative bodies. 
Nothing in this publication should be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion, and readers should not act upon the information  

contained in this publication without seeking the advice of legal counsel.

Akerman Senterfitt Labor and Employment Law Update	 Fall 2007

Labor and Employment Law Update Fall 2007

FT. LAUDERDALE
Las Olas Centre II
350 East Las Olas Boulevard 
Suite 1600 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301-2229
Main: 954.463.2700
Fax: 954.463.2224

JACKSONVILLE
50 North Laura Street 
Suite 2500
Jacksonville, FL 32202-3646
Main: 904.798.3700
Fax: 904.798.3730

Los Angeles
725 South Figueroa Street 
38th Floor  
Los Angeles, CA 90017-5438  
Main: 213.688.9500 
Fax: 213.627.6342

MIAMI
One Southeast Third Avenue
28th Floor
Miami, FL 33131-1714
Main: 305.374.5600
Fax: 305.374.5095

NEW YORK
335 Madison Avenue 
Suite 2600
New York, NY 10017 
Main: 212.880.3800
Fax: 212.880.8965

ORLANDO
CNL Center II at City Commons 
420 South Orange Avenue 
Suite 1200 
Orlando, FL 32801-4904
Main: 407.423.4000
Fax: 407.843.6610

TALLAHASSEE
Highpoint Center 
106 East College Avenue 
12th Floor
Tallahassee, FL 32301
Main: 850.224.9634
Fax: 850.222.0103

TAMPA
SunTrust Financial Centre
401 East Jackson Street 
Suite 1700
Tampa, FL 33602-5803
Main: 813.223.7333
Fax: 813.223.2837

Tysons Corner 
8100 Boone Boulevard 
Suite 700  
Vienna, VA 22182-2683  
Main: 703.790.8750 
Fax: 703.448.1801/1767

WASHINGTON, D.C.
801 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20004
Main: 202.393.6222
Fax: 202.393.5959

WEST PALM BEACH
Esperante Building 
222 Lakeview Avenue 
Suite 400
West Palm Beach, FL 33401-
6183
Main: 561.653.5000
Fax: 561.659.6313

Akerman Senterfitt Labor & Employment Attorneys

You can receive this publication by e-mail in a pdf format. Just send an e-mail to 
contact@akerman.com with “Labor and Employment Law Newsletter” in the subject 
line and provide your name and e-mail address. To unsubscribe, please send an email to 

contact@akerman.com with”Unsubscribe Labor & Employment” in the subject line.

Ft. Lauderdale		
Jeanie M. Demshar 	 Associate	 jeanie.demshar@akerman.com
Bruce S. Liebman 	 Shareholder	 bruce.liebman@akerman.com
Debra M. Leder 	 Shareholder	 debra.leder@akerman.com

Jacksonville			 
Ryan R. Fuller	 Associate	 ryan.fuller@akerman.com
Richard N. Margulies 	 Shareholder	 richard.margulies@akerman.com
Benjamin D. Sharkey 	 Shareholder	 benjamin.sharkey@akerman.com
Edward H. Trent 	 Shareholder	 edward.trent@akerman.com

Miami				  
James S. Bramnick 	 Shareholder	 james.bramnick@akerman.com
Nancy A. Copperthwaite 	Shareholder	 nancy.copperthwaite@akerman.com
James C. Crosland 	 Shareholder	 james.crosland@akerman.com
Susan N. Eisenberg 	 Shareholder	 susan.eisenberg@akerman.com
Denise M. Heekin 	 Shareholder	 denise.heekin@akerman.com
Alex Londono 	 Associate	 alex.londono@akerman.com
Mia R. Martin	 Associate 	 mia.martin@akerman.com
David C. Miller 	 Shareholder	 david.miller@akerman.com
Ana L. Olman	 Associate 	 ana.olman@akerman.com

Marlene Quintana 	 Shareholder	marlene.quintana@akerman.com
Jenna R. Rassif 	 Shareholder	 jenna.rassif@akerman.com
Jennifer M. Taylor 	 Associate 	 jennifer.taylor@akerman.com

New York	
Israel E. Kornstein 	 Shareholder	 israel.kornstein@akerman.com 

Orlando	
Kelly J.H. Garcia	 Associate	 kelly.garcia@akerman.com

Tallahassee		
J. Riley Davis 	 Shareholder	 riley.davis@akerman.com

Tampa		
Michelle N. Boyd	 Associate	 michelle.boyd@akerman.com
Karen M. Buesing	 Shareholder	karen.buesing@akerman.com

West Palm Beach		
Eric A. Gordon	 Shareholder	eric.gordon@akerman.com 
Sarah M. Yoho 	 Associate	 sarah.yoho@akerman.com 
Melissa S. Zinkil 	 Associate	 melissa.zinkil@akerman.com

www.akerman.com A DV ERTISEM EN T


