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The Florida Energy and Climate Commission (FECC) has made filing decisions and 
posted draft application forms for Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 
(EECBG), which are funds made available to non-entitlement local governments 
(NELGs). NELGs are smaller cities and counties not eligible for direct EECBG funding 
from the Department of Energy. The FECC has also posted draft application forms 
for Compressed Natural Gas Fueling Infrastructure grants.

EECBG Funds

A total of $18.6M is available in grant funding for this program. There will be two 
categories of funding. $12.4M will be available on a competitive basis to all NELGs. 
For this category, the maximum fund eligibility to a single applicant is $1.24M and 
to a partnership of NELG applicants is $4M. $6.2M is dedicated to assisting small 
NELGs (counties with populations less than 50,000 and cities with populations less 
than 15,000). In this category, the maximum fund eligibility to a single applicant is 
$250k. 

•	�  The filing due date is set at February 12, 2010. 

•	� The application form is not final yet, and the FECC will be having Procurement 
and Legal teams reviewing the forms as soon as possible. An official release date 
for the form will be set later. It is expected that the final form will be substantially 
similar to the draft form now available.

•	� Applicants must consider time constraints. Projects not specifically excluded 
from National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review -- excluded projects are 

akerman.com

DALLAS
DENVER
FT. LAUDERDALE
JACKSONVILLE
LOS ANGELES 
MADISON 
MIAMI 
NEW YORK
ORLANDO 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 
TYSONS CORNER 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
WEST PALM BEACH

Akerman Practice Update
ENERGY AND UTILITIES December 2009

http://www.akerman.com/public/attorneys/aBiography.asp?id=1230&name=Feil_Matthew


akerman.com

Practice Update  ENERGY AND UTILITIES			           December 2009

“Any NELG 
interested in 
applying for  

EECBG funds  
will need to  
act quickly.”

listed on pages 6 - 7 of the draft applications -- will require NEPA review, which 
will require more time to process and are subject to falling out. 

•	� Some of the point awards for in the final form of the application will appear 
different. At the urging of several NELGs, the FECC decided not to award any 
points for NELGs for project plans and the point totals for that category will be 
redistributed.  

•	� Also at the urging of several NELGs, the FECC increased from $15k to $20k 
the amount which could be reimbursed for developing an Energy Strategy. 
The FECC has six months to award the EECBG funds to NELGs pursuant 
to the ARRA requirements, which is why there is a short turn-around time on 
applications. There are several preliminaries an NELG must address if it intends 
to apply, so any NELG interested in applying for EECBG funds will need to 
act quickly. The Florida League of Cities and the Association of Counties have 
worked to coordinate with the FECC regarding funding eligibility. However, it is 
not known which NELGs are aware of the parameters of the funding opportunity 
and timing involved.  

Compressed Natural Gas Fueling Infrastructure Funds

A total of $4M is available in grant funding for this program. The maximum grant 
award per applicant is $500,000; matching is required (50% for public entities and 
75% for non-public entities).  

•	� The FECC has set a filing due date of February 1, 2010.  

•	� The application form is not final yet. The FECC will be having Procurement and 
Legal teams reviewing the forms as soon as possible, and an official release date 
for the form will be set later. It is expected that the final form will be substantially 
similar to the draft form now available.  

•	� Due to time constraints, the grant will be structured to avoid National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review. Therefore, grant funds will ONLY be 
available for retrofitting existing facilities for CNG, not for building entirely new 
facilities.

Clean Energy Grants

The FECC deferred addressing the requirements and application forms for Clean 
Energy Grants funded by the federal Stimulus Bill.  Just over $24M is set aside for 
this program, which will fund energy efficiency and renewable energy projects in 
Florida.  Public and private entities are expected to be eligible for these grants.  A 
decision on this grant program is expected soon. 

Matthew Feil is Of Counsel in the firm’s Tallahassee office, representing energy clients in a range of issues 
before agencies such as the PSC, FCCA, and OTTED.
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This Akerman Practice Update is intended to inform firm clients and friends about legal developments, including recent decisions of various courts and administrative bodies. Nothing in this Practice 
Update should be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion, and readers should not act upon the information contained in this Update without seeking the advice of legal counsel. ©2009 Akerman 
Senterfitt. All rights reserved. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

Akerman is ranked among the top 100 law firms in the U.S. by The National Law 
Journal NLJ 250 (2009) in number of lawyers and is the largest firm in Florida. 
With more than 500 lawyers and government affairs professionals, we serve 
clients from major business centers in Florida, New York, Washington, D.C., 
California, Virginia, Colorado, and Texas.  

For more information, please contact a member of our Energy and Utilities 
practice.
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