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Top 100 U.S. law firm Akerman LLP is pleased to
announce that it has expanded its Tax Practice
Group with the addition of partner Lauren Ferrante
in Chicago. Ferrante represents clients in state and
local tax (SALT) controversies and planning matters.

“Lauren brings a wealth of tax knowledge from a
transactional and disputes perspective,” said Peter
Larsen, Chair of Akerman’s Tax Practice Group. “The
creative solutions she will provide to clients in the
tax arena at the local, state and multistate level is a
welcome addition to our existing SALT team.”

Ferrante focuses her practice on state and local
taxation. She represents clients at all stages of state
and local controversy disputes at the audit,
administrative and judicial levels. In particular,
Ferrante has extensive experience defending clients
against qui tam (False Claims Act) claims filed in the
state tax arena. Ferrante also assists clients with
planning, transactional, and compliance matters
with respect to various state and local taxes,
including income and franchise, sales and use, gross
receipts and other miscellaneous taxes. She is a
frequent writer and speaker on SALT issues and
former chair of the Chicago Bar Association’s State
and Local Tax Committee.

Ferrante is the fifth lawyer to join Akerman’s
Chicago office since January and the second partner
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to join the national Tax Practice Group within the
same period. Most recently, the Chicago office
welcomed bankruptcy and reorganization partner
Paul Musser, who focuses his practice helping
lenders to maximize their recovery through out-of-
court workouts and in-court proceedings. The Tax
Practice Group most recently attracted partner David
Slenn in Naples, Fla., where he focuses his practice
on tax, estate and business planning, with an
emphasis on risk management and captive
insurance companies.

About Akerman

Akerman LLP is a top 100 U.S. law firm recognized
among the most forward-thinking firms in the
industry by Financial Times. Its more than 700
lawyers and business professionals collaborate with
the world’s most successful enterprises and
entrepreneurs to navigate change, seize
opportunities, and help drive innovation and growth.

Akerman’s Tax Practice Group advises domestic and
foreign corporations, partnerships, individuals and
nonprofit institutions on a wide range of
international, federal and state and local tax issues,
tax audits and tax litigation. The group represents
clients in complex transactions and creates tax
efficient structures and innovative solutions.
Akerman also provides tax planning services
associated with in-bound and out-bound
investments in Latin America and the Caribbean,
and serves as counsel to foreign companies and
individual investors looking to do business in the
United States.
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