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Top 100 U.S. law firm Akerman LLP is pleased to
announce that it has expanded its Corporate Practice
Group with the addition of debt finance partners
Bryan Reese and Cristina Gonzalez. Together they
bring experience in corporate financing transactions
and financial restructurings.

“We have increasing demand in the Corporate
Financing space, especially from our private equity
clients, and we are confident that Bryan and Cristina
will aid us in meeting our clients’ immediate needs,”
said Corporate Practice Co-Chair Jonathan Awner.
“We are thrilled to welcome them both to our
expanding national team.”

Reese specializes in finance and financial
restructuring, and has strong capabilities in capital
markets, leveraged finance, mergers and
acquisitions, private credit & special situations
investing and private equity. He represents
administrative agents, lenders and borrowers in
domestic and cross-border debt financings,
including syndicated credit facilities; first lien,
second lien, unitranche and mezzanine financings;
acquisition and recapitalization financings; asset-
based financings and workouts and restructurings.
His clients consist of leading financial institutions
and private credit funds, private equity funds and
operating companies and other borrowers. Reese’s 
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industrial experience is focused in energy, financial
services, food and beverage, franchise and
hospitality, and life sciences and healthcare.

Gonzalez specializes in commercial lending
transactions, with an emphasis on acquisition
finance.  She regularly advises leading financial
institutions, private equity funds, portfolio
companies, credit funds and corporate borrowers in
a wide variety of debt financing transactions,
including syndicated credit facilities, leveraged
financings, refinancings, distressed financings, and
other corporate debt financings. Gonzalez has
experience advising on both domestic and cross-
border transactions and has represented clients in a
variety of industries including telecommunications,
technology, media and entertainment, retail,
transportation and energy.  

About Akerman

Akerman LLP is a top 100 U.S. law firm recognized
among the most forward-thinking firms in the
industry by Financial Times. Its more than 700
lawyers and business professionals collaborate with
the world’s most successful enterprises and
entrepreneurs to navigate change, seize
opportunities, and help drive innovation and growth.

The Akerman Corporate Practice Group advises
public and private companies, including private
equity funds, on M&A, capital markets transactions,
financings, and other transactional matters, with a
strong focus on the middle market. Akerman is top-
ranked nationally for Mergers, Acquisitions and
Buyouts: Middle Market by The Legal 500 and is
recognized as a leading U.S. law firm by U.S. News -
Best Lawyers for corporate, M&A, private equity,
securities/capital markets, securities regulation and
banking and finance law. 


