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Top 100 U.S. law firm Akerman LLP today
announced litigation partner Grasford Smith has
been appointed by the United States District Court of
the Southern District of Florida to serve as a member
of the Federal Magistrate Judge Merit Selection
Panel for the vacancy created by the untimely
passing of Magistrates Judge Dave Lee Brannon.

The duty of the 10-member panel is to consider and
recommend to the United States District Court for
the Southern District of Florida five applicants
qualified to fill the vacant bench position in West
Palm Beach, Florida whose character, experience,
ability and commitment to equal justice under law
fully qualified them to serve as a United States
Magistrate Judge.

Smith focuses his practice on complex commercial
litigation matters. He has experience representing a
diverse range of clients, including Fortune 500
companies, government agencies, athletic leagues,
technology companies, and a U.S. Congressman, in
addition to a variety of small and medium-sized
businesses. Smith approaches dispute resolution as
an opportunity to further his clients’ business goals.
He develops comprehensive yet practical legal
solutions by first understanding his clients’ business
needs.
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About Akerman

Akerman LLP is a top 100 U.S. law firm recognized
among the most forward thinking firms in the
industry by Financial Times. Its more than 700
lawyers and business professionals collaborate with
the world’s most successful enterprises and
entrepreneurs to navigate change, seize
opportunities, and help drive innovation and growth.


